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Abstract Guidelines for the Data Catalogue

The Data Catalogue DBK holds study descriptions of all studies that are available at the Data Archive.
Each study is accompanied by a short abstract which aims to provide data users with a concise and
informative overview of the study. The abstract text should not exceed 250 words. The language can be
German or English. References and the use of abbreviations are not allowed. GESIS uses the ‘OMQ’
abstracting technique: objective, methods, and questionnaire content.

Objective: Describe the overall rationale for conducting the study and specific research objec-
tives.

Method: Summarize the target population, sampling technique, sample size, mode and date of
data collection, geographic coverage, and survey firm.

Questionnaire Content: Describe the general content of the questionnaire. The questions
should be grouped into thematically related sections. Special instruments and measurement
procedures should be mentioned.

All submitted abstracts will be evaluated by the GESIS staff. GESIS reserves the right to modify ab-
stracts based upon internal document standards to ensure readability and improving re-use quality.

Example: 2014 German General Social Survey (GGSS)

Objective: The German General Social Survey (GGSS or ALLBUS) is a biennial trend survey with
the purpose of monitoring attitudes, behavior and social change in Germany. The primary ob-
jectives of the ALLBUS program are the study of social change and data generation for sec-
ondary analysis.

Method: The 2014 GGSS was conducted March-September 2014 among a representative na-
tional sample of 3,471 adults (Germans and Foreigners) within the Federal Republic of Germa-
ny. The sampling involved a two-stage disproportionate stratified random sample in western
Germany (incl. West Berlin) and eastern Germany (incl. East Berlin). Respondents from eastern
Germany were oversampled. In the first selection stage municipalities in West Germany and
East Germany were selected with a probability proportional to the number of adult residents.
In the second selection stage respondents were randomly selected from the local population
register. The survey was conducted by TNS Infratest, Munich. Interviews were conducted face-
to-face using computer-assisted personal interviewing (CAPI). Parts of the interviews involved
computer-assisted self-interviewing (CASI).

Questionnaire Content: The focus of the 2014 study are leisure activities, media usage, social
inequality, welfare state, family and partnership, political attitudes, health, GGSS de-
mographics, paradata on the interview, National Identity Il (ISSP), Citizens and governance I
(ISSP).



